SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE
 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2001
 
This is Amateur Radio Station of the South African Radio League, 
the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with its 
weekly news bulletin.
 
SILENT KEY
 
It is with regret that we announce the death of Thys de Jager, 
ZS6YF on 29 August 2001. Thys was a member of the Kempton Park 
Amateur Radio Club and was also a vintage motorcycle enthusiast. 
To his wife Hannie, children and grandchildren, our sincere 
condolences.
 
Here are the headlines of today's news:
 
ITU  ADOPTS NEW REGULATION FOR MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS FOR RADIO 
AMATEURS
 
SARL VHF\UHF CONTEST 
 
SPECIAL EVENT STATION ZS100ABW
 
RADIO AMATEURS VISIT HELL
 
CLUB NEWS
 
PROPAGATION REPORT
 
You are listening to ZS6SRL. The news follows in detail.
 
ITU  ADOPTS NEW REGULATION FOR MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS FOR RADIO 
AMATEURS
 
In consideration that certain minimum operational and technical 
qualifications are necessary for the proper operation of an 
amateur or amateur-satellite station,  Document ITU-R M.1544, that 
at minimum, any person seeking an amateur license should 
demonstrate theoretical knowledge of specific topics in the areas 
of radio regulations, methods of radio-communication, radio system 
theory, radio emission safety, electromagnetic compatibility, and 
avoidance and resolution of radio frequency interference
 
 "In anticipation of changes that are likely to be made in the 
amateur and amateur-satellite service regulations at the next 
World Radio-communication Conference, the new Recommendation 
provides additional definition to these qualifications without 
reducing the prerogative of an administration to set its own 
standards."
 
M.1544 represents part of a multi-year effort by the International 
Amateur Radio Union to prepare for the 2003 World Radio-
communication Conference (WRC-03) agenda item to consider possible 
revision of Article S25 of the international Radio Regulations. 
 
This work was begun in 1996 with the release for public comment of 
a discussion paper by the IARU: "Future of the Amateur Service 
Committee (FASC)" The final report of FASC in 1998 recommended 
that the IARU Administrative Council plan the development of such 
a Recommendation. The first draft text was submitted by the Radio 
Society of Great Britain to the 1999 Conference of IARU Region 1 
in
Lillehammer, Norway, and was subsequently refined by the 
Administrative Council and the 2000 Conference of IARU Region 3 in 
Darwin, Australia. IARU representatives guided the consideration 
of the Recommendation through ITU-R Working Party 8A, Study Group 
8 and consultation with administrations, which  resulted in 
additional refinements. The final version of the Recommendation
was approved by the ITU administrations without objection.
 
"Having this Recommendation makes it possible to maintain an ITU 
document on amateur radio operator qualifications under cognizance 
of an ITU-R Study Group rather than the more cumbersome process of 
modifying Article S25 of 
the Radio  Regulations," said IARU President Larry E. Price, W4RA. 
 
"The establishment of uniform minimum qualifications for amateur 
radio  operators should help mutual recognition of amateur 
licenses for international roaming and particularly for cross-
border movement of amateur operators for disaster communications." 
 
SARL VHF\UHF CONTEST
 
The second leg of the SARL VHF\UHF Contest will be held over the 
weekend of 15 and 16 September 2001.  The contest starts at 12:00 
SAST on Saturday 15 September and ends at 12:00 on Sunday 16 
September.  The rules for this popular contest can be found in the 
SARL Blue Book as well as on the SARL web site at www.sarl.org.za.  
Start making you preparations now.
 
SPECIAL EVENT STATION ZS100ABW
 
The Midlands Amateur Radio Club will be operating a Special event 
station at Fort Prospect, KwaZulu Natal, South Africa on the 22nd 
and 23rd September 2001 to commemorate the Centenary of the Anglo 
Boer South African War and the roles played by the British, the 
Boers and the brave Nongqayi Zulu Police. 
The station will operate for approximately 24 hour from 14h00 UTC 
on the Saturday to 14h00 UTC on the Sunday. 
The preferred bands will be 20 meters and 40 meters but this will 
depend on prevailing conditions. 
We shall acknowledge all contacts and amateurs can QSL via the 
bureau or direct to PO Bov 100220, Scottsville, 3209, South 
Africa. Any queries may be directed to Willie Axford - ZS5WI by 
email to zs5wi@iafrica.com. 
 
RADIO AMATEURS VISIT HEL
 
Over the weekend of 21 to 24 September 2001, fourteen Radio 
amateurs from the Western Cape will pack their equipment and make 
their way to "the Hell", where a special event station will be 
erected. The callsign will be ZS1HELL.
It is hoped that many fellow Hams will be able to make contact 
with this station in "The Hell".The aim is to work for WAZS. We would 
like to work al ZS prefixes in the RSA and request the ZS3 Hams to please give 
us the three contacts required. 
The station will be operational as from 21 September. 2001 18h00 
SAST till 11:00 SAST on 24 September 2001.
 A special QSL card will be issued to contacts. 
The following frequencies will be used:
      CW           Fone
160m  1.834      1.834 MHz
80m   3.520      3.674 "
40m   7.020      7.080 "
20m   14.020    14.180 "
15m   21.020    21.280 "
10m   28.020    28.480 " 
 
CLUB NEWS
 
At the 2001 AGM of the Highveld Amateur Radio Club held on 1st 
September 2001 the following committee was elected
 
Chairman  Ton van Dijk  ZS6ANA
Secretary/treasurer  Berridge Emmett  ZS6BFL
QSL manager Reg Hartslief  ZS6ALH
Shacknews Team Ken Harwood ZS6BLI and Harry Lautenbach ZS6LT
Technical & Repeater Ton van Dijk ZS6ANA
Webmaster Yvonne van Dijk ZR6TBL
 
MAGALIES AMATEURRADIOKLUB
 
The Magalies amateurradioklub will hold the annual AGM on 22 
September 2001 at 14:00 at the clubhouse in Waverley on the corner 
of Breyer Ave and Mill Street. After the AGM refreshments will be 
served and fires for a bring and braai will be available. 
 
PRETORIA ARK FLEA MARKET
 
The Pretoria Amateur Radio Club will be holding their annual 
spring fleamarket and bootsale on the 29th of September as usual 
on the south campus of the University of Pretoria. Dont miss this 
one. 
Contact Almero ZR6RY for details and table bookings on 012-567-
3722 or 082-414-5164. Please note the starting time will be 12 
noon.
 
PROPAGATION REPORT 
 
Ean Retief, ZS1PR reports as follows:
The solar flux rose higher than expected at the end of the week,
mainly as a result of a new and very active sunspot group 
that pun in an appearance.
It is now expected that the solar flux will remain above the 200
mark until coming Thursday.  Propagation should be good, but
you can expect fading during the daylight hours if and when 
major solar flares occur, which is most likely.
At this stage no major geomagnetic activity is foreseen, but
a major solar flare could upset the apple cart in this respect.
 
The new solar sunspot group is numbered 9608 and has made
it's appearance on the south-eastern edge of the sun.  The group
is large and very active with flame-loops appearing and then 
looping back into the sun.  This is usually the precursor that 
fairly large solar flares can be expected.
 
Expect higher than predicted maximum usable frequencies, 
especially during the night.
 
DATE TO REMEMBER
 
The closing date for the RAE on 25 October is 25 September 2001. 
No late entries will be accepted. Any late arrivals will be held 
over to the next RAE. Please obtain your registration forms 
soonest from SARL HQ or from the SARL website at: www.sarl.org.za
 
The SARL News Service invites Clubs and individuals to contribute 
news 
regarding Amateur Radio to sarlnuus@mweb.co.za with a copy to 
gth@freemail.absa.co.za. It will be highly appreciated if it is 
done in Afrikaans as well as English and send it as early in the 
week as possible.
 
Also join us in the following activities:
The President's Net on Sundays 12:00 on 7082 kHz. 
Amateur Radio Mirror International Sundays at 10:00 on 9750 and 
21560 kHz which is repeated Mondays at 20:00 on 3215 kHz.
 
We thank all contributors, individuals, clubs and other 
organisations to this bulletin and all stations who so reliably 
relay these bulletins. This bulletin was compiled by Marten,ZS6ZY, 
and read by..........from . . . . . 
You have been listening to ZS6SRL.
This bulletin now ends and Sarlnews wishes you a pleasant week.
Goodbye to all.
 
/EX
 
 
 
 